Chaffinch House T
132 Senuth Harrison Sireet Ci89Y-
Easton, Marviand g16401

Characteristic of the large Victorian houses of Easton, the
Chaffineh house i& frame with a corner tower, The exterior is
caovered with 2 skin of ornamental shingles and wooden patterns
and the roof line is compesed of a aseries of irregularly placed
gables, Interior wvolumes are clearly visible,
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This structure stands on the north eas* corner of Harrison -1 -7~
Brookletts ivilaic. ItsS entrance is in the west facade: however, this
is a corner buildinag which is frontal to both major streets,

The main hlock is approxiamatelv square, two-and-a-half stories in
height with a hipped roof. A round tower, taller than the main house and
covered bv an octaaonal roof, is found at the street corner. Pedimented
nables face both streests; each is edged with deeply molded cornices and have
small, three-part windows szt below the pedimented aable which is covered
with wooden shingles in an imbricated pattern. On the west, Harrison
Street <=ide,the window is an oriel, on the south Brooklets side n recessed
window., A band of wooden ornament,textured in a pattern of interlockinn
curves; runs around these two facades, including both small three-<ided
windows and surroundinn the tower - where i* is compressed., Beneath
the band is a pent eave, also covered with imbricated shingles and used
on both major facades,

A deep porch, one storv in height runs across the north side and front
of the building. The main entrance is in the north corner bav of the west
elevation, A wide flight of stevs and a pedimented nable with applied
sunburst design, marks the entrance on the porch, A ravillion is used
to emphasize the entrance; it projects slightlv and is topped with a
pedimented aable infilled with applied decoration. The openinag is
recessed with walls that curve inward as if the exterior skin of the
buildina had been punctured by the opening. The door itself is golden
oak with panelina in the lower half and thirtv-five lichts of clear
alass with beveled edaes above., Other porch details include heavy
turned posts and a railing with a ceometric nattern of wooden slats,

To the east is a two-story ell which runs alona Brooklet t: avenug.
Sheltered with a acable roof this portion is less ornamental than the
front. At the east end is a two-storv porch with aeometric railinas.,

Window openinags are positioned to reflect interior needs. Generallv,
thev are used in pairs in the flat walls and threes in bav and oriel
windows and in the towsr., ©One over one sashes predominate, set in frames
trimmed with wide flat moldinos. On the first floor front tall windows
which reach the floor liaght the major room. Also in this facade is a
whimsiral kevhol~ window on the second floor, the element which gives
the building its name. There is an oculus window in the western gable.

In plan, the main portion is divided into four quarters, the stair
and entrance hall occupving the northwest cuadrant and rooms in the other
three. A narrow central hall runs from west to east, connentina with the
rear ell and its service stair, Rooms are enriched with the projectino
bavs and tower, Fireplaces are located in the party walls between
ma jor rooms.,

Novelty siding covers the structure except where decorative shingles
or wooden applique is used. The roof of the tower retains its orioinal
wooden shingles. The roof is covered with asphalt replacement shingles,

The structure is well-maintained although presently in need of paintina.
It has been converted into apartments . Rooms are spacious in feeling,
and most being corner rooms with manv windows,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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This is bhasicallv a two-and-a-half storv square buildinag with a rear
ell. Plastic elements - proiecting windows and gahles and a tower = are used
to evpress interior functions and the reremonial idea of entrv_ Heorizontal
nands of texture - weatherbaarding and shinnles - as well as the porch
are use? to unify the composition., 1\ dominant
architectural idea in the late nineteenth centurv was that of volumetric
expre=sion., The interior of buildinos were seen as a ~omposition of
volumes, not a series of rooms, And the exterior wall were conceived more
as "skins' coverinn these volumes than as structural elements carrving
the roof and floors. Thus in this buildino we can clearly see the interior
volumes and the exterioﬁfgéems to be verv thin - more texture than structure -
enclosine the volumes and holdina them toagether,

Victorians loved variety, irreqularitv, a picturesque qualitv in their
architecture; structures like this building show that the architecti™e st
its best was fanciful, it was al<~ deliberate. Tts exuberance reflects
the enerqav, inventiveness, and skill of its builder and desiagner,

This house was built by William P. Chaffinch sometime after 1894 when
L117/F20 he bought lots 26 and 27 from John C. Earle, a part of Earle's sub-
division. At that time, it extended east on Brookletts Avenue 120 feet
and 1264 feet on Harrison Street. The property was devised to Mr. Chaffinchs

Will Record daughter, Louise Chaffinch Warburtom by his will, in 1935. She sold the
L24/F406 house and lot in 1943 to Mabel Comegys. From Mrs. Comegys estate it
L257/F57 was bought by Natalie Waldman in 1968 and from her it passed to the present
L430/F302 owners, Warren and Margaret Lundy in 1973.

L471/F29

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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1. STATE Marvyland T_34 HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

COUNTY Talbot INVEMTORY
TOWN EBaston wvicnTty , '
sTREETNo. Harrison & Brookletts Avel|Z NAME

DATE OR PERIOD C. 1890

ORIGINAL OWNER styLe Vietorian

ORIGINAL USE  Dwelling

OWN ER ARCHITECT
PRESENT OWN
: BUILDER
preseNT Use  Dwelling
waLL coNsTRucTiON Clapboard 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE
NO.OF sTORIES 3 1/2
4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC NQ

This is a characteristic large mansion of the Victorian period.
At least half a dozen of them exist in Easton, but this one is
definitely the most elaborate and intricate. The house is approxji
mately 4 bays square with many additions at the rear. From the
walls protrude oriels, bays, gables and an octagonal tower with
a tall peaked roof. The roof line is composed of a series of
irregularly placed gables. All of the windows of the house are
irregular in size and placement. The clapboard walls are broken
up by wooden belt courses and by insets of decorative fishscale
shingles. All around the first floor and along parts of the
second runs an elaborate verandah with a gabled roof and a
pierced rail of a very bold designm.

This house is a wonderful and fanciful example of Victorian
exuberance and ingenuity. It stands as a monument to an inven-
tive and eclectic age.

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE  Endangered Interior Exterior @Xcellent
@ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plon Optional) 7. PHOTOGRAPH
3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Poges) 9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE CF RECORDER

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC.

Paul A, Brinkman

oaTE oF REcore 29/8/1967
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EDMUNDSON
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Chaffinch House

132 S. Harrison Street
Easton Quad, 1942, PR 1974
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